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11th February 2022 

Dear Parents and carers,  

Half Term Dates 

Friday 18th February – break up for Half Term 

Monday 28th February – Staff training day 

Tuesday 1st March – Return to school 

 
Fencing and Gates Work 
Work to replace and increase the height of the fencing and gates around the carpark and on the 
Temple Street side of the school started this week.  This will help to increase security on our school 
site.  The work is due to be completed by the end of February.  Please be careful around the school 
site while this work is being carried out. 
 
The Book Fair has landed!  

February 8th 2022 – February 15th 2022. 

We have been very excited to be able to welcome the Book Fair back to Half Acres 

this week.  It has been lovely to see the children and their families enjoying the books 

and creating their ‘wish lists’.  If you have not yet had a chance to browse all of the 

lovely books, do not worry, as the Book Fair will be with us until Tuesday morning and 

you can continue to see these online at: 

 

www.bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/bookcases 

 

Families of children in Years 5 & 6 are invited to have a look at the Book Fair on Monday 14th 

February.  This will be located in the foyer next to the New Hall. 

 

Please be aware that this is a cashless event.  For further information regarding ordering, please see 

the Book Fair letter on the school website or enquire at the school office.   

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Safer Internet Day 
To mark Internet Safety Day, Reception discussed which things are okay to share 
online and which things need to remain private.  The children now feel a lot more 
confident with using the internet safely.  Below is a selection of the things looked at 
this week: 

 
Year 1 enjoyed talking about who they can trust both online and in real life before drawing a picture 
of their trusted person. 
 
Year 3 looked at and sorted statements about what we should and should not share on the internet.  
We decided that we should share very little! 
 

http://www.halfacres.com/
http://www.bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/bookcases


 

 

Year 6 had a lively debate on age restrictions around social media and shared their views on the 
impact of social media on their mental health. 
 
Children’s Mental Health Week 
This week, the school have taken part in Children’s Mental Health Week.  This year’s theme 
was ‘Growing Together’ which linked in well with our Value of the Moment – Resilience!  Read on to 
see some of the activities some of the classes took part in: 
 

Nursery read a story “What I Like About Me”, using emotion puppets.  
The children talked about what they are good at and what they 
couldn’t do YET, but will do one day.  Okith said, “I like my ears, I can 
hear.”  Xavier shared, “I will drive a car one day.” 
 
Reception spent time discussing what we need to help our minds grow 
and be healthy.  All of the ideas were added to a collective class tree. 
 
Year 1 discussed the importance of talking about how they are feeling 
and then created a positivity tree (photo on left) in order to help them 
grow their positive thoughts. 
 
Year 3 learned the power of a small word… YET!  It changes how we 

think.  “I can’t do that YET, but I can practice.”  “I don’t know that YET, but I can learn it.” 
 
Year 6 created a class display of fixed mindset quotes and growth mindset qualities to support them 
on the road towards SATs.  The children also explored mental health themes using short movies, 
discussing their interpretation of emotions and feelings and how to express these healthily. 
 
Meet the Archaeologist 
Year 4 had a surprise visit from an amateur archaeologist this week (she looked a lot like Mrs Mason, 
sssh!)  She told the class all about Castleford’s Roman bath-house.  The children were interested to 
learn about their local history.   
 
Gardening Equipment 

We would like to say a huge thankyou to all of our families who have donated 
gardening equipment to school. We are overwhelmed by your generosity and 
appreciate your kindness. The children in Early Years have already made a start planting 
and are very excited to see what grows. Keep an eye out on our Twitter page for more 
gardening updates!  

 
PE Kit 
Thank you for sending your child in the correct PE kit:  

 plain white T Shirt  

 plain Navy / black Shorts 

 winter - a dark/red sweatshirt and a pair of black leggings or jogging bottoms 

 suitable pair of sturdy trainers for PE in school. 
We do not permit any tops or shorts with logos or football kits. 
For safety reasons, please ensure that earrings are removed on PE days. 
 

Picture News  

Picture News is a resource we use to provide our children with opportunities to learn from the world 

around us.  Every other week we look at and discuss a current issue and question that is linked to the 



 

 

news.  This helps to open up the world for the children and broaden their interests so that they can 

make more informed decisions.  This week’s issue is shown on the poster below.  We would 

encourage you to talk about this at home with the children. There are no right or wrong answers, it 

is an opportunity for discussion which we hope you will enjoy sharing with everyone at home. 

 

   
 

 

Attendance 
Attendance and punctuality are essential for your child to make the most of their learning. The 

children are encouraged to have 100% attendance, and aim for a minimum of 97% over the 

Academic year.  We also expect pupils to arrive at school by 9am each morning – thank you for 

your support with this. 

 

We are pleased to share the weekly attendance for each class: 

Class % Attendance this Week 

Nursery am 89.09% 

Nursery pm 86.08% 

YRM 86.69% 

YRN 77.33% 

1K 95.38%  

1W 99.26%  

2C 97.54% 

2S 99.24% 

3AB 98.97% 

3M 95.00% 

4Mc 93.33% 

5BW 94.41% 

5R 91.07% 

6O 95.97% 

Whole School 93.49% 

 
Four classes have achieved our target percentage of 97% this week – well done!  Congratulations to 

Class 1W  who have the highest percentage this week and to Class 2S who were just 0.02% 

behind.   

 



 

 

Twitter  

Please follow our Twitter page on @IPMATHalf_Acres or 

https://twitter.com/IPMATHalf_Acres to see school updates.  We also celebrate our Star of 

the Week and Class Dojo Champion winners on this each week. 

 

Thank you for your continued support.  Have a lovely weekend.   

 

Kind regards, 

 

Miss J Rowell 

Acting Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/IPMATHalf_Acres

